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and Implications for the Canadian Border

Product Context
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HIGHLIGHTS

II The Republic of India is a high-risk
country for marriages of convenience (MOC).
(Protected A)

II It has been estimated that as much
36% of the spousal caseload may be fraudulent.
(Protected A)

Source: Lonely Planet - No date cited - Map of India

PURPOSE

These intelligence indicators provide information on trends in marriage fraud involving Indian nationals,
including a list of possible indicators, which may assist officers in the screening of spousal applicants
from India, and information on FC1 fraud investigations in Canada. (Protected A)

BACKGROUND

The Immigration and Refugee Protection Act (IRPA) permits eligible Canadian Citizens and Permanent
Residents (PR) to sponsor family members, including spouses, common-law and conjugal partners, for
immigration to Canada, MOCs, or "bad faith" relationships, are prohibited under the Act. These include
relationships "entered into for the purpose of acquiring any status or privilege under the Act." While the
majority of spouses and partners who are sponsored to immigrate to Canada are in legitimate
relationships, the spousal sponsorship process has been targeted for fraud as a means to immigrate to
Canada. Estimates of the prevalence of marriage fraud are as high as one in six, with the majority of
the fraud believed to be concentrated in about 10 to 15 countries, including India. (Protected A)

The following report is a guide to assist in the screening spousal (FC1) applicants from India. The guide
is based on information from: CBSA Liaison Officer (Las) posted in India (New Delhi), in consultation
with the CIC Family Class Units; CBSA Regional Intelligence and Criminal Investigations officers

The information contained in this product belongs to the Canada Border Services and should not be reclassified or disseminated
without prior consent of the originator. The information must be stored, transmitted safeguarded in accordance with its classification level,
as outlined in the Government Security Policy and the CBSA Security Policies. If access is requested under the Access to Information Act or
the Privacy Act no decision should be taken without prior consultation with the originator} as the information may be subject to exemptions.
Requests for additional use should be forwarded to the Migration Intelligence Section: Intell Miqration-Rens Miqration@cbsa-asfc.gc.ca
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TRENDS ASSESSMENT

Figure 1: India National Spousal Applications (2008...2012)

2008 5019 796 14% 76 5891

2009 5737 774 120/0 117 6628

2010 5133 809 14% 77 6019

2011 3855 632 14% 61 4548

2012 4515 905 170/0 93 5513

3386 4135

Source: Cubes data
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